BELIEVE – 
THAT YOU MAY HAVE LIFE
11.  New Power for Faith-Filled Living
Scripture:
John 14:15 – 16:33
Theme:
Transformation into Christ-like character and body-life relationships requires the power of the Holy Spirit.
INTRODUCTION

Knowing that in just a few short hours He would be nailed on a cross and His disciples would be totally distraught and in despair, Jesus centers His attention on them.  Over the past three years, they had placed their faith and hope in Him as the promised Messiah.  Soon that faith would be challenged and tested.  Now Jesus seeks to reassure them to undergird their faith and to further establish basic realities that would happen in the near future.
Within the upper room, the vision of a new community was being shaped.  Here Jesus sketches for His disciples a picture of a future that they (and we) are to experience.  The foundation of this new community is a unique relationship with each other in Jesus.  Love for one another is rooted in Christ’s love for us.  The standard for that life is no longer based on loving your neighbor as you love yourself, but to love each other “as I have loved you.”  Love as Jesus did?  Love with a love that gives self?  Yes, this is new!  My brother becomes more important to me that I am.

With the foundation of this new community laid out with Jesus at its center, He goes on to inform them that He would no longer be physically present with them.  But, how could a community be formed around Jesus when He is not physically present?  The answer is trust!  “You believe in God, believe also in me.”  John 14:1  “Do not let your hearts be troubled,” Jesus encourages them.  While He is absent, He would be with the Father preparing a place.  But in the mean time, He would send His Holy Spirit who would enable His life to impact the lives of His people. To be alive in Christ the Holy Spirit’s presence would enable them to be fruitful with Christ’s love, joy, and peace.
Jesus further lets His disciples know that this new community they now consist of will be persecuted, hated and misunderstood.  The presence and power of the Holy Spirit will enable them not only to endure, but also to bear witness, to give confidence, courage, and insights into God’s word for daily application. 
I.  The Promise
   
John 14:15-31
1. In John 13:34, by what criteria are the disciples to measure their love for each other and for Jesus?  Jn. 14:15
· By repeating this expectation four times (John 14: 15, 21, 23, 24), what value is Jesus placing on this?

· To enable His disciples to fulfill their calling, what promises does Jesus make?  
        Jn. 14:15-17, 20, 26

2. Explain the relationship between love and obedience in Jn. 14:21-24
· How would you evaluate your love for Jesus?
3. How would you describe the difference between the peace that Jesus gives and the world’s peace?    Jn. 14:27
4. What does Jesus say in John 14:28-30 that offers peace to his disciples?
II.  The Provision
 
John 15:1-27
In Chapter 14, Jesus emphasized the importance of obeying Him out of a response of love for Him.  He now defines that love/obedience relationship by emphasizing the term “remaining” (abiding) in Him by using the verb six times.  He uses the imagery of a grapevine to describe how His followers should love once He was no longer with them in the flesh.

1. How does the image of a vine and branches clarify a believer’s relationship with Jesus?   Jn. 15:1-3
· From these verses who are the “true” vine, the “vine dresser”” and the “branches?”

· To whom originally did the analogy of the “vine” point?  Psa. 80:8-9; Isa. 5:1-7;     Ez. 15:6-7

· According to Jeremiah 2:20-22, what happened to the “old vine” and how does Jesus qualify as the “true” vine?  Jn. 6:38; 8:29; 14:31

2. What is expected of vines?    Jn. 15:2
· According to John 15:4-8, what does fruitfulness depend on?
3. Love for one another (John 15:9-17) is the chief fruit of remaining in Jesus.  If human love on its own isn’t Christ’s objective, then what is?   Jn. 15:11-12
4. Compare John 15:16 with 14:12-14 and 15:5-7.  What do you learn about the connection between remaining in Christ and prayer?
5. Christians need to love each other as Christ loves them, because the world won’t love us any more than it loves Jesus.  (John 3:20; 7:7; 15:18-25)  What reasons are given for this lack of love?
· How can this insight help you when dealing with the “world?”  I Pet. 4:12-16
6. What hope and comfort does Jesus give to His disciples?  Jn. 15:26-27; 14:26; Rom. 8:26
III.  The Prophecy 
  
John 16:1-33
1. What is the purpose of Jesus’ discourse with His disciples?  Jn. 16:1-4
2.
What other aspects of the Holy Spirit’s ministry does Jesus reveal?    Jn. 16:5-15
3. As Jesus reveals further what would soon be taking place, do you feel Jesus’ answer to His disciples encouraged them or possibly confused them?  How would you have felt?    Jn. 16:17-24
4. What does Jesus say in these concluding verses that ought to give Christians much encouragement?   John 16:23-27, 33
APPLICATION
How have Jesus’ teachings about “remaining” in Him, loving fellow Christians and the hatred of the world help you in understanding what it means to be a Christian?
What have you learned about the person, power and presence of the Holy Spirit that encourages you in your Christian life?
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